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have not always been able to accept their conclusions, I
am glad to have this opportunity of expressing my in-
debtedness to them. I regret that Mr. Coulton's The
Mediaeval Village appeared too late for me to make use
of its abundant stores of learning and insight.
It only remains for me to thank the friends whose
assistance has enabled me to make this book somewhat
less imperfect than it would otherwise have been. Mr.
J. L. Hammond, Dr. E. Power, and Mr. A. P. Wads-
worth have been kind enough to read, and to improve^
the manuscript. Professor J. E. Neale, in addition to
reading the proofs, has helped me most generously
throughout with advice and criticism. I am deeply
indebted both to Miss Bulkley, who has undertaken the
thankless task of correcting the proofs and making an
index, and to the London School of Economics and the
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Fund for enabling
me to make use of her services. My obligation to the
help given by my wife is beyond acknowledgment.
R. H. TAWNEY.